
Year Two 

Key Stage 1



Our aim is…

• To extend children’s learning and build upon 
where they are now.

• Create a classroom environment where all are 
encouraged to achieve.

• Have adult-focused and child-led activities taking 
place to enable children to consolidate and 
extend their learning.

• Set challenges for children to develop 
independence.

• Give clear boundaries for behaviour.





Reading 



Reading 
Fluent word-reading   

Comprehension 

Motivation to read

• English lessons – high quality texts at the heart of our 
curriculum

• Guided Reading (reading in groups with an adult)

• Phonics/spelling lessons (word-reading)

• 1:1 reading

• Storytime every day

• Weekly visit to school library

• Book assembly



Reading progression

• Children are 
encouraged to read 
for a variety of 
purposes

• They continue through 
the reading books 
provided in school which 
are banded to follow a 
progression in reading 
skills.

• Please encourage children 
to read a range of stories, 
information texts and 
poetry at home.

• The class teaching team 
will assess whether a 
child is ready to move 
onto another book band.





Writing 
• Writing is communication – our 
aim is for the children to be able 
to express themselves and their 
ideas in writing which other 
people understand. 

• Complex - involves idea 
generation, oracy, spelling, 
handwriting skills and stamina.

• Reading widely is key to 
becoming a good writer.

• Use Think-Say-Write-Check as a 
tool to support writing.



Spelling

• Big whole school focus on spelling this 
year.

• Three explicit spelling lessons, spelling job 
each morning plus a weekly quiz.

• Spelling across the curriculum
• Spellings related to weekly writing focus
• Teach spelling patterns.
• Active learning
• Spelling at home.



Handwriting

•Handwriting and presentation continues to be a big focus.
•Teach handwriting four short sessions a week and aim for 
children to use their best handwriting in most pieces of 
writing. 

•In Year 2 we move from printed letters to cursive (see Home 
Diary). 

•Initially, children continue to use print in their independent 
writing while we teach joined writing in handwriting lessons. 
By Christmas, we will ask most children to start using joined 
writing in their ‘ordinary writing’. 

•By the end of the year all children should be using some 
joins in their everyday writing





Number and place value.

Addition and subtraction.

Multiplication and division.

Fractions.

Measurement, 

Properties of shapes.

Position and direction.

Statistics.

Maths

Over the course of the year we will learn about:



Mastering maths.
We believe that 
everyone can do 
maths and there’s 
no such thing as a 
maths person. 
Maths is a subject 
that everyone can 
and should be able 
to perform 
confidently and 
competently. 



We choose to teach 
by breaking down 
maths objectives into 
the smallest steps, so 
that every pupil is 
secure in every new 
concept before 
moving on. We focus 
upon teaching for 
fluency, reasoning 
and problem solving. 



Key instant recall facts. – Maths Hot spot.

Whole class introduction

Guided Practise

Skill

Master

Deepen (Reasoning)

Deepen (Problem Solving)

A typical maths lesson



Really Important knowledge: 
Year Two

• Bonds to 20
– 11 + 9, 12 + 8, 13 + 7, 14 +6, 15 + 5, 16 + 4, 17 + 3, 18 
+ 2, 19 + 1

– 20 – 1, 20 – 2, 20 – 3, 20 – 4, 20 – 5 etc.

• Bonds to all numbers up to 20
– All the different ways to make 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19 etc.

• Knowing 2s, 5s, 10s timetables by heart
• Understanding the concept of ¼, 1/3, ½, ¾ 
• Using money in everyday contexts (coins and notes). 
Understanding the concept of change.

• Telling the time



7th Birthday



Wider curriculum



Topics



Wider Curriculum

• When do we cover these lessons? 

– We fit them in where it is appropriate to our topics. 

– One half-term we might focus on History and then 
the following half-term we might focus on Geography. 

– Over the year the children will have experienced a 
wide variety of learning. They will cover a broad and 
rich curriculum.



Art and Design Technology

– Build on the skills and techniques they have 
developed in Y1. 

– Single lessons and develop projects over a number of 
weeks. 

Art 

– Learn about various artists, compare their work.

Design technology

– Design, make, evaluation processes and technical 
knowledge (how things work and what makes them 
stronger etc).

– Food. Healthy diet and where food comes from.



History      and       Geography



Computing

- Algorithms! 

- Programming and debugging. 

- Digital content – data handling,

creating stories, animations,

taking pictures, recording sounds     

etc. 

- Online safety. 



Music         and         PE



science Plants

Animals, including 
humans

Living things and 
their habitats

Uses of everyday 
materials

In Year 2 children will:
• perform simple tests
• ask and answer questions
• gather and record data to  
answer questions

• make observations using 
simple equipment 

• identify and classify objects



RE and multi-cultural learning 

Each half term there is a focus 
linked to a specific religion to 
support the children’s 
developing understanding of 
different beliefs.



Friday clubs



Creating micro-
habitats

Dragons made from 
clay and natural 
materials found in 

the garden 



Days to remember!

Wonderdome 
Planetarium

Yorkshire 
Sculpture Park

Ecclesall 
Woods



Events that will happen later in the 
year

School swimming

We will send a letter 
out nearer the time 
will all the details on.

Transition to Junior 
School

We work closely with 
the Lydgate Junior 
School and plan a 
range of activities to 
support transition.



Key Stage 1 assessments

• Despite changes to the assessment 
processes this is still based on 
teacher judgements.

• Later in the year we will hold a 
meeting to explain this in more 
detail.



Home learning…
Learning Logs
• At the beginning 

of each half-term, 
a sheet will be 
sent home on 
which there are a 
number of 
activities. 

• You can choose 
which order you 
would like to do 
them in.

• If your child has a 
particular interest 
or does something 
special they can 
also share this in 
their learning log.

• We will celebrate 
learning logs on 
the last week of 
each half-term.

Reading
• Children can change 
their reading books 
independently.

• 1 book at a time 
please. 

• We recommend 
reading 3-5 times per 
week.

• Little and often.

Spelling
• Children 
complete a 
spelling quiz 
on Friday 
based on the 
spellings sent 
home.

Maths
From After the Autumn half term holiday Daily 
maths challenges are sent home for the children 
to practise for the following week at school.



Practical stuff…parental 
involvement…..

• Building independent skills
• PE bags with t-shirt, shorts AND plimsolls  (watches and 
earrings cannot be worn in PE).  

• Label everything!
• Parents evenings Thursday 7th November and Tuesday 
12th November 

• Please do not hesitate to talk about any queries. We can 
make appointments after school if you call in or send a 
note with your child. 

• Information will be sent home in specific letters, 
Thursday newsletter and sometimes verbally via your 
child!


